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Seventh Grade Quarter 3 

Reading 

Students will: • Compare themes found in a variety of poems 
• Determine the meaning of words and phrases and analyze the impact of the word choice 
• Analyze how the form or structure of a poem contributes to its meaning 
• Determine an author’s point of view and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position 
• Analyze the central ideas found in texts 
• Develop a logical argument by citing evidence from several texts for support 
• Analyze the impact of interactions between individuals, events, or ideas 
• Critique the structure an author uses to organize a text 
• Compare and contrast a text to an audio or multimedia version of the same text 
• Evaluate an argument for specific claims, reasoning, and relevancy  
• Analyze multiple authors covering the same topic 
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support Materials & 

Resources 

7 RL 2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of the 
text; provide an objective summary of the text.        
(Level : Compare, Critique) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students identify theme as an underlying message an 
author conveys in a story.  Students identify a theme or a 
central idea in a text and they are able to follow it through 
an entire text.     
Students summarize the theme or central idea as it 
develops through the text. 
In Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor, the 
theme of perseverance is evident and can be followed 
throughout the novel. Students analyze the development of 
the theme over the course of the novel by finding 
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Resources 

 
examples. Students can then write a summary identifying 
evidence of the theme in the novel. 
Source: commoncore.org 
Literature Response 
Grade 7 Unit 5 
While reading Eva by Peter Dickinson, take notes in your 
journal about how the author comments on human beings’ 
impact on the ecology of the earth. Did this book make you 
think more about this issue? Why or why not? Defend your 
answer, citing specific information from the text.  
(RL.7.1, RL.7.2) 

7 RL 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., 
alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem 
or section of a story or drama. (Level:  Interpret, 
Infer, Assess, Analyze) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students interpret the meaning of unknown words and 
phrases within a given text.  Students recognize and 
comprehend figurative language and connotative 
meanings.  Students critique the poetic elements in poetry 
or drama such as rhyme, repetition of sounds, rhythm, 
meter, etc.   
After reading Robert Frost’s “Stopping by Woods on a 
Snowy Evening,” students recognize how the rhyme 
scheme and repetition of sounds is easily identified.   
Students read the Emancipation Proclamation and 
determine the meaning of words used.   
Connection: 
SS07.S1C6.01 
Source: commoncore.org 
Dramatization/Fluency 
Grade 7 Unit 2 
Write a bio-poem about a character, real or fictional; who 
you think demonstrates the epitome of perseverance. 
Present the poem as a dramatic reading. 
(SL.7.6, RL.7.4) 

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

& Assessments 

7 RL 5 Analyze how a drama or poem’s form or structure 
(e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 
(Level:  Infer, Critique, Analyze) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students identify the format or organization of a drama or 
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poem and explain how the structure affects or enhances 
the meaning.  
Shakespearean sonnets follow a specific format in which 
the meter, rhythm, and rhyme scheme can be analyzed as 
to how it contributes to the overall meaning of each 
sonnet. 
After reading A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry, 
students identify and analyze the structure of the play, 
including dialogue and movement, to better understand 
the meaning of the play. 
Source: commoncore.org 
Media Appreciation 
Grade 7 Unit 2 
Discuss the similarities and differences between reading 
about Annie Sullivan, seeing the film version of The Miracle 
Worker, and reading the play. How does reading and 
watching all three versions give you a better picture of 
Helen Keller and Annie Sullivan than if you only chose one? 
Write your ideas in your journal. Then, share your ideas 
with a partner prior to discussing as a class.  
(RL.7.5, RL.7.7) 

7 RI 1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. (Level:  Cite 
evidence, critique, develop a logical argument) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Student identifies several specific instances in the text to 
support an explicit or inferential analysis of the text. 
Citations may be written or orally presented.   
In a formal or informal written or oral response, students 
paraphrase or quote directly from the text to support their 
analysis or inference.    
Students read and analyze the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, or 
Fifteenth Amendment and cite textual evidence to support 
their analysis of what the text says.  
Connection: 
SS07.S1C6.06 
Source: commoncore.org 
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Informational Text Response  
Grade 7 Unit 2 
While reading Dare to Dream!: 25 Extraordinary Lives by 
Sandra McLeod Humphrey, think about how each person 
has a different limit to which he/she can be pushed while 
overcoming the challenges and obstacles he/she faces. 
Write a response to this question in your journal: “How do 
expectations affect what one can accomplish?” Justify your 
answer with specific information from the text. (RI.7.1) 

7 RI 2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and 
analyze their development over the course of the 
text; provide an objective summary of the text. 
(Level: Analyze, synthesize) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students understand that a central idea is an underlying 
message an author conveys in a piece of writing.  Students 
identify two or more central ideas in a text and are able to 
follow both through an entire selection. Students 
summarize texts to identify relevant and important 
information and central ideas. 
Students read an essay describing the factors leading to the 
Civil War and write/present a summary in which they 
identify and explain the development throughout the essay 
of at least two central ideas. 
Students examine Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation to determine two or more central ideas. 
Students then analyze the development of the central ideas 
over the course of the text.   
Connection: 
SS07.S1C6.02 
Source: commoncore.org 
Class Discussion 
Grade 7 Unit 2 
Based on Inventing the Future: A Photo Biography of 
Thomas Alva Edison by Marfe Ferguson Delano, Edison 
appears to see failures as successes. How can a failure be 
construed as a success? Write your ideas in your journal 
prior to class discussion. Then, discuss as a class, citing 
information from texts read.    (RI.7.1, RI.7.2) 
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7 RI 3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, 

events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas 
influence individuals or events, or how individuals 
influence ideas or events).   (Level: Analyze, 
Connect Texts) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students explain the interactions and influences between 
individuals, events, and ideas in a text. 
Students read a text connecting the invention of the 
automobile, Henry Ford, and the Industrial Revolution and 
subsequently analyze the influence of the Industrial 
Revolution on the automobile and vice versa. 
Students analyze the relationships between the invention 
of the automobile, Henry Ford, and the Industrial 
Revolution.   
Connection: 
SS07.S1C7 
Source: commoncore.org 
Class Discussion 
Grade 7 Unit 3 
After reading about Anne Frank and her life within the 
confines of an attic during World War II, think about these 
questions. How does knowing the historical context of the 
diary add to your appreciation of Anne's writing? Why? 
Write your ideas in your journal and share with a classmate 
prior to class discussion. After the class discussion, write a 
speech where you explain your position and present it to 
the class.  
(RI.7.3, RL.7.2, RL.7.6, W.4.4, SL.6.6) 

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

& Assessments 

7 RI 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 
impact of a specific word choice on meaning and 
tone. (Level: Infer, Analyze) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students interpret the meaning of words and phrases 
within a given text. Students will recognize and 
comprehend figurative language, connotative meanings, 
and technical meanings. Students will determine the 
meaning and tone by critiquing specific word choice.   
Students will be able to read a primary source document 
(e.g., the Gettysburg Address, the Declaration of 
Independence, the Arizona Constitution, etc.) and 
determine the meaning and tone expressed in the text by 
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interpreting the impact of specific word choice including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings of words. 
After reading the Emancipation Proclamation, students 
determine the meaning and tone expressed in the text by 
interpreting the impact of specific word choice including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings of words.   
Connection: 
SS07.S3C1.01 
Source: commoncore.org 
Informational Text Responses 
Grade 7 Unit 1 
After reading Cathedral: the Story of Its Construction  by 
David Macaulay 
• Outline the major steps involved in constructing a 
cathedral by creating a comic strip of key events. Be sure to 
note the page numbers that each box refers to so you can 
go back and cite the text during class discussion. 
• Make a list of new vocabulary words that you learned 
from this book and that you encounter in other (fiction and 
non-fiction) texts. 
Your teacher may ask you to take notes in your journal of 
key events and share them with a partner before creating 
your comic strip. Be sure to note page numbers with 
relevant information or mark your text with sticky notes so 
you can go back and cite the text, if needed. 
(RI.7.1, RI.7.2, RI.7.4, RI.7.6) 

7 RI 5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a 

text, including how the major sections contribute 

to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

(Level: Critique, Identify Patterns, Prove) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Understanding the organization and structure of a text 
helps a reader’s comprehension of the ideas and content 
within the text.  Students explain how the major sections 
contribute to the whole as well as to the development of 
the ideas. 
Students evaluate the structural elements of a text such as 
the U.S. Constitution. Students analyze the major sections 
(e.g., the Bill of Rights) and determine how they contribute 
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to the whole text of the document.  
After reading Treaty of Versailles, students analyze how the 
major sections contribute to the development of ideas as 
they seek to understand the controversy surrounding it.   
Connections: 
SS07.S1C7.13, SS07.S1C1.01   
Source: commoncore.org 
Class Discussion                                          
Grade 7 Unit 5 
While conducting research on an astronaut or science 
fiction author of choice, discuss with classmates the specific 
claims made by the writers of the texts you are consulting. 
Is the reasoning “sound” and the evidence “relevant and 
sufficient” to support the claims? Why or why not? If not, 
how could the writer have improved his argument? Record 
your thoughts in your journal so you can debate with your 
classmates.   
(RI.7.8, RI.7.5, SL.7.1, L.7.1) 

7 RI 6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in 
a text and analyze how the author distinguishes 
his or her position from that of others. (Level: 
Identify, Critique, Connect) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students read text and determine an author’s point of view 
or purpose and analyze how the author’s position differs 
from that of others. Students may read persuasive legal 
arguments, news articles surrounding controversial issues, 
electronic media, etc. 
Students read articles from the BBC regarding deforestation 
and analyze the viewpoint and perspective of different 
authors. Students explain how authors distinguish their 
views or purpose from one another.   
Connections: 
SC07.S4C3.04, SC07.S3C1.01 
Source: commoncore.org 
Speech Analysis 
Grade 7 Unit 3 
Compare the speech “Blood, Toil, Tears, and Sweat: 
Address to Parliament on May 13th, 1940” by Winston 
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Churchill and “Declaration of War on Japan” by Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. How are their messages, diction, and writing 
techniques similar and different? How do these 
characteristics contribute to the speeches' meaning? Write 
your ideas in your journal, possibly in a T-chart or Venn 
diagram, and share with a partner prior to class discussion. 
(SL.7.3, RI.7.9, RI.7.6, RI.7.7) 

7 RI 7 Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or 
multimedia version of the text, analyzing each 
medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the 
delivery of a speech affects the impact of the 
words). (Level: Compare, Assess) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students analyze how different mediums portray the same 
text by comparing and contrasting a piece of writing to an 
audio, video, or multimedia version of that text.   
After reading Martin Luther King Jr’s speech, “I Have a 
Dream,” then watching the historical video footage from 
the actual speech, students explain the similarities and 
differences between reading the speech silently or aloud in 
class and observing Dr. King deliver the speech on the steps 
of the Lincoln Memorial.   
After reading the U.S. Constitution in honor of Constitution 
Day, the students will then watch the video “Founding 
Fathers” from the History Channel. Students compare and 
contrast the portrayal of the text as compared with the 
video to understand how a multimedia presentation affects 
the impact of the words.  
Connection: 
SS07.S3C4 
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7 RI 8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 
sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient 
to support the claims. (Level: Critique, Prove) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students identify and specify the line of reasoning and 
specific points in a text (i.e., persuasive, opinion, speech, 
media/advertising, etc.) and then determine whether or 
not the reasoning is valid and sufficient to support the case.  
After reading a text (e.g., position paper, news article, 
letters to the editor, political essays, commentaries, 
editorials, opinionated historical and nonhistorical papers, 
etc.), the students critique the reasoning to determine if it 
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is valid and sufficient to support the argument.  
Students read journal articles about overgrazing to 
determine whether or not the author’s claims are 
sufficiently supported.  An example of an article would be 
“Soil Degradation Related To Overgrazing in the Semi-Arid 
Southern Caldenal Area of Argentina” by Villamil, María 
Bonita; Amiotti, Nilda Mabel; Peinemann, Norman in the 
journal Soil Science (July 2001).   
Connection: 
SC07.S4C3.04 
Source: commoncore.org 
Research Essay 
Grade 7 Unit 4 
Write a research essay about Jack London, Gary Paulsen, 
Will Hobbs, or another author of your choice who writes 
about survival in the wilderness. Present your findings to 
the class in a coherent presentation. Feel free to add 
multimedia elements to your presentation.  
(W.7.7, RI.7.5, RI.7.8, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2) 

7 RI 9 Analyze how two or more authors writing about 
the same topic shape their presentations of key 
information by emphasizing different evidence or 
advancing different interpretations of facts (Level: 
Compare, Analyze, Prove) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students compare and contrast two or more authors’ 
approaches to the same topic. Students identify the 
differences in the evidence presented by each or identify 
the different interpretations of facts surrounding the same 
topic. 
Students read articles/essays/position papers on topics of 
ethical controversy (e.g., stem cell research, global 
warming, socialized healthcare, affirmative action, illegal 
immigration, school prayer, tax reform, etc.) to analyze the 
perspectives of two or more different authors. Students 
identify the differences in the evidence presented by each 
author or identify the different interpretations of facts. 
Students read two separate articles about a current 
scientific topic such as global warming and analyze the 
difference in evidence presented by each author in an 
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effort to determine which author has a better solution for 
global warming.   
Connections: 
SC07.S3C2.02, SS07.S4C5.07 
Source: commoncore.org 
Informational Essay 
Grade 7 Unit 3 
Analyze various accounts of World War II events from a 
variety of print and digital resources. In your journal, 
identify and distinguish among the facts, opinions, and 
reasoned judgments presented by different people. Include 
an analysis of the interactions among individuals, events, 
and ideas, drawing on various accounts from different 
authors. Include new vocabulary words learned during this 
unit.  
(W.7.2, RI.7.6, RI.7.9, RI.7.3, L.7.6, W.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3) 

 


